
 

  



  
  

MCRs Open to eligible Australian-based MCRs, returning Australians 

and internationals 

Within 

5-15 years of  

PhD award  

Unless allowable career interruptions are claimed – see 

Important Dates for ARC Grant Application Process.  

If you need to calculate eligible interruptions, please contact 

arc@flinders.edu.au early 

Only 3 applications  permitted for applicants in the eligibility window 

Only 1 award held A Future Fellowship award can only be held once 

Non-medical Medical Research is not supported by ARC 

 

 
 

 

Up to 100 ARC  

Future Fellowships 
Awarded nationally per year (to be based at an Australian uni) 

4 year funding 

duration 
May also be taken up part-time over no more than 8 years 

Person + project 

Funding 

Funding for salary + on-costs (fixed ARC rate) and project costs 

(up to $60K pa) 

Highly competitive Success rate: 14.8% in FT21 & 14.5% in FT20 

   

https://www.arc.gov.au/grants/grant-calendar/important-dates-arc-grant-application-process
mailto:arc@flinders.edu.au
https://www.arc.gov.au/about-arc/program-policies/medical-research-policy


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality & trajectory of your 

track record  

This is 50% of the Future Fellowships Assessment Criteria – how 

does your track record compare with awarded Future Fellowships in 

your discipline or cognate fields?  

  You can benchmark yourself against FT recipients in your 

research field (by FoR code) using ARC Grants Search and 

Google Scholar, Scopus, Web of Science or similar tools. 

Are you building your track 

record in the lead-in phase?  

Are you strengthening across publications, research income, 

speaking roles, collaboration, supervision, peer and community 

service, and media engagement? 

Are you publishing 

strategically?  

 

With publications being a key driver, have you developed a 

publication strategy (for example, in the right journals)? 

 

Is your project timely, novel 

and responding to a clear 

need?  

 

Project strength, benefit and feasibility comprise the remaining 50% 

of the assessment. In the lead-in phase, you could prepare a project 

executive summary outlining what you will do (aims); why this work 

is significant and needed now; how your approach is 

innovative/original; and what the outcomes and benefits will be.  

 You can then unpack these ideas with your supervisor/mentor 

and Flinders’ Research Development and Support (RDS) as 

part of early-stage scoping. 

 

   

Consider how the award 

of a Future Fellowship 

would enable future 

career pathways and 

independence. 

 

 

Be strategic about 

when you apply, as 

you can apply no more 

than three times 

• Are you across the Future Fellowships scheme and its detailed Assessment Criteria? Is it a good fit 
to you and your proposed project?  

• If you are re-applying, have you de-briefed on your unsuccessful application and identified areas 
for strengthening?  

• Have you reviewed the ARC’s Participation and success rate of Future Fellowships 2021 candidates 
by gender and career age (see below) and discussed positioning with your mentor/s? 

• Have you accessed past successful Future Fellowships applications for key learnings? 

• Do you understand the round processes for Future Fellowships? The Flinders University Future 
Fellowships Go-To Guide is designed to step you through this. 

 

https://dataportal.arc.gov.au/NCGP/Web/Grant/Grants
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.scopus.com/search/form.uri?display=basic
https://apps.webofknowledge.com/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&SID=E3ehLCzLahun1Qh9qls&search_mode=GeneralSearch


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Access resources to help demystify the process (see QUICK LINKS on the final page) 

• Start writing your application early and plan your budget using an Excel spreadsheet as you go 

• Remember the ARC uses both ‘Detailed’ and ‘General’ Assessors to score your application – your 
narrative should successfully appeal to both and cover off on all ARC Assessment Criteria 

• Try to make it easy for assessors to navigate your grant; for example, follow the recommended 
headings, include white space, diagrams/pictures where appropriate, highlight significant text, use 
numbers/bullet points, avoid acronyms 

• Seek feedback from your mentors, peers (close to the topic, and further afield) and RDS 

• Consult with your College about what cash and/or in-kind support they can provide 

• Is it clear why are you the best candidate to undertake this project? 

• Have you established need and timeliness for the research? 

• Will the work be both ground-breaking and drive impactful outcomes? 

• Have you established the need for a Fellowship and its value add? How does the Future Fellowship 
award shift the dial? Where will it take us, and you, in 4 years’ time? 

• Is it clear why Flinders is the best place to host this research?  

You do not need to be employed by us at the time of application; but ensure you consult with the 
relevant Dean (Research) to ascertain if the College will support your Future Fellowship proposal. 

Modified from: ARC Selection 

Outcomes report 

Participation and 
success rate of Future 
Fellowships 2021 
candidates by gender 
and career age* 
 
*Career age is calculated at 
years since PhD, not 
accounting for career 
interruptions.  

Success rate  
 

Participation  

Male success % within band

in band 
 

Female success % within 

band 

Male % proportion of all CIs 

Female % proportion of 

all CIs 

https://www.arc.gov.au/funding-research/funding-outcome/selection-outcome-reports/selection-report-future-fellowships-2021
https://www.arc.gov.au/funding-research/funding-outcome/selection-outcome-reports/selection-report-future-fellowships-2021


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At RDS, we are 

happy to meet with 

you to discuss your 

proposal. 

Please don’t 

hesitate to contact 

us directly. 

 

Senior Research Grants Officer 
E: anita.quinn@flinders.edu.au 
P: 7421 9052 

Research Grants Officer 
E: louise.maxwell@flinders.edu.au  
P: 7221 8949 

Or you can reach out to us by e-mail: 

arc@flinders.edu.au, including for 

access to past successful applications. 

These include local RDS contacts and Deans of Research. 

 
Science and Engineering 
(SE) 

Jikke Adema 
Alison Dutton 
Michelle D’Sousa 

Claire Lenehan 

Medicine and Public 
Health (MPH) 

Jacqui Morey 
Lee-Ann Thomas 
Leah Couzner 

Peter Eastwood 

Nursing and Health 
Sciences (NHS) 

Kate Steadman 
Nikki Johnson 

Jo Arciuli 

Education, Psychology 
and Social Work (EPSW) 

Rebecca Vaughan 
Marja van Breda 

Mike Nicholls 

Business, Government 
and Law (BGL) 

Stacey Richardson 
Marja van Breda 

Adela McMurray 

Humanities, Arts and 
Social Sciences (HASS) 

Narmon Tulsi 
Mimi Eldeeb 

Penny Edmonds 

 

 

In addition to the quick links 

below, Flinders University offers 

a dedicated Future Fellowships 

Development Series (running 

Sept-Nov) to assist you in 

preparing your application.  

More Future Fellowships 

resources are being developed 

and will be distributed when 

available. 

Future Fellowship rules, instructions & FAQs 

ARC Peer Review Assessment Process 

ARC Grants Search 

ARC Selection Outcome Reports 

Library Bibliometrics 

Making a simple research budget 

Flinders budget estimator tool 

Flinders salary scales 

Travel information 

RDS past workshop presentations 

Flinders Future Fellowships Go-To Guide 

Flinders Future Fellowships templates 

mailto:anita
mailto:louise.maxwell@flinders.edu.au
mailto:arc@flinders.edu.au
https://www.arc.gov.au/funding-research/funding-schemes/discovery-program/future-fellowships
https://www.arc.gov.au/process
https://dataportal.arc.gov.au/NCGP/Web/Grant/Grants
https://www.arc.gov.au/grants/grant-outcomes/selection-outcome-reports
https://library.flinders.edu.au/researchers/bibliometrics
https://library.flinders.edu.au/researchers/bibliometrics
https://theresearchwhisperer.wordpress.com/2014/10/07/simple-research-budget/
https://staff.flinders.edu.au/research/funding/application-process#budget
http://www.flinders.edu.au/hr/hrsp/salary-scales.cfm
https://staff.flinders.edu.au/workplace-support/travel
https://researchlink.flinders.edu.au/page/2/?s=recording

